LESSON TEXT: 1 John 1:1-10
Prepared by Paul T. Butler
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:
Dr. Henry Morris writes in his book, Studies in The Bible and
Science: “...the sun’s ‘light’, or radiant energy, provides all the earth’s
useable energy except that of its own rotation and the nuclear energy
of its atomic structure. The sun’s light maintains the physical and
biologic life of the earth. It has been calculated that all of the storedup energy sources of the earth...would suffice to keep the earth going
for about three days if the sun’s energy were to be cut off!...the energy
of light, in fact may be considered as the most basic of all forms of
energy.” Dr. Morris goes on to assert that the fundamental nature of
energy is spiritual!
Albert Einstein said that the reason he could construct the theory
of relativity was because there is one thing in the world that is
unchangeable. That one thing---the speed of light---is the only
constant in this physical, material universe. Light travels at the rate of
299,792,459 meters in a second---seven times around the world at the
tick of a clock.
Light is energy; light is speed; light heals; light guides; light is
color. Science tells us that light consists of three essences, distinct
from each other, no one of which without the other would be light.
Each essence has its own separate function. The first originates; the
second formulates, illuminates or manifests; and the third consumes.
The first, often called invisible light, is neither seen nor felt. The
second is both seen and felt. The third, is not seen but is felt as heat.
The first creative command of God is very significantly said to have
been: “...Let there be light: and there was light.”
God is light and in him is no darkness at all” says our text. Jesus
said: “I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” “Light” is God’s metaphor for
Life. Be in Bible School and learn about the source of life eternal.
When Louis Jacques Mande Daguerre produced the first photographic image,
he cried, “I have seized the light.” Christians have a different cry,
“The Light has seized me.”

QUESTIONS:
1. Why does John start his letter with, “...that which we have

seen”? 1:1,3
2. What does “word” have to do with “life”? 1:1 What is the
word of life?
3. How was that “word” of life “made manifest?” 1:2
4. Who “saw” the “word”? 1:1,2,3 How do you “see” a “word”?
5. How may we, 2000 years after the “seeing”, have fellowship
in that life or light through the 2 nd handed words of the
apostles? 1:3,7 (2:24; 3:24).
6. Why is God called “light”? 1:5 Isn’t God more than mere
“light”? (1 Tim. 6:16).
7. What is “walking in darkness”? 1:6 God created “night”--isn’t some darkness good?
8. Why is John so emphatic that we acknowledge our sin?
1:6,10
9. If Jesus forgives our sin, why do we have to say we have
some sin? 1:8,10
“There are 135 passages in the New Testament referring
to “life,” and only in seven of them is the reference to
mere physical life. Life is an endowment in the body; but
the reality of life is a thing of the mind, the heart, the will,
and the activities of the whole person. It becomes clear
that life can only, therefore, be completely fulfilled and
enjoyed in the spiritual capacities of character and service.”
1000 Windows, by Robert Shannon

Saint Patrick, the man who brought Christianity to Ireland, said
of the Druids, “They can bring darkness, but they cannot bring
light.”
Shannon, op.cit.
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LESSON TEXT: 1 John 2:1-29
Prepared by Paul T. Butler
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:
Alexander Campbell writes in his book, The Christian
System, “...All moral facts have a moral meaning; and those are
properly called moral facts which either exhibit, develop, or form
moral character...The work of redemption is a system of works,
or deeds, on the part of Heaven, which constitute the most
splendid series of moral facts which man or angel ever saw.
They are the proof...or the demonstration, of that regenerating
proposition which presents God and Love as two names for one
idea. When these (Biblical facts) are understood, or brought into
immediate contact with the mind of man, as a moral seal
(image)...they delineate the image of God upon the human soul.
All the means of grace are, therefore, only the means of
impressing this seal upon the heart---of bringing these moral
facts to make their full impression on the soul of man.
Testimony (the Bible) and faith are but the channel through
which these facts, or the hand of God, draws the image on the
heart and character of man.”
Is that too profound for you? Let’s hope not! Campbell is
saying precisely what the Lord says over and over in the Gospel
of John and what the Holy Spirit is saying through John in his
first epistle. These are saying what so much of the religious
world is contradicting---because it is either ignorant of the truth,
reluctant to admit the truth, or opposes the truth. What the
Gospels and 1 John say is that the words of the Scripture (the
Bible) are the “redemptive facts” which impress the image
(character) of God upon the human soul. Perhaps that is too
simple, too objective, too cerebral for some people. But it’s the
truth! Just go through the 2 nd chapter of 1 John and underline
all the statements about the “word, commandments, will of God,
what you heard, teach, and truth.” John even says, “...the word
of God abides in you...” 92:14).

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU STUDY, KNOW AND
BELIEVE THE WORD OF God. ONE OF THE BEST PLACES
TO DO THAT IS IN BIBLE SCHOOL ON THE LORD’S
DAY......BE THERE!
“All the moral facts which can form moral character, after the divine
model, or which can effect a moral...change in man, are found in
the testimony of God.. ---Alexander Campbell in, The Christian System

QUESTIONS:
1. What is an “advocate”? Why does anyone need an advocate
with God? Why do we have to have Jesus be our “advocate” with
God? 2:1-2
2. Are you sure you “know” God? 2:3 What makes you so sure? If
you’re not sure, why aren’t you? Is there a way to be certain?
3. What is “perfected love”? 2:5 Have you perfected yours? How?
4. Is he, or isn’t he (John) writing an old commandment or a new
one? 2:7-11
5. Can words “abide” in people? 2:14 Does the word of God abide
in you? How do you know?
6. Why isn’t “all that is in the world...” of the Father? 2:15-17 Didn’t
God create it all?
7. Who is “the antichrist”? 2:18-23 Where does he come from?
When does he come?
8. How does a person “abide” in the Son and in the Father? 2:24
9. What is “the anointing” that teaches? 2:26-27
10. How much “right” must we “do” to be “born of him”? 2:28-29
“What, then, is the immediate, the instrumental cause by which
he(God) regenerates the heart and transfigures all the purpose
of the soul and spirit?...It is by the gospel, then, in Scripture styled ‘the
word,’ ‘the word of life,’ ‘the word of truth,’...This has been, is now, and
ever will be the exclusive instrumentality......the gospel working faith and
working by faith...Christ personally.....is the remote cause, and Christ
preached the immediate cause, or the instrumentality, in regeneration.”
Walter Scott, in, The Messiahship
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LESSON TEXT: 1 John 3:1-24
Prepared by Paul T. Butler
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:
His first name was Bill. At an early age he began to drink and live
in the depths of sin. Sometimes he was referred to as “Old Bill.” One
night, in a drunken brawl, a man hit him so hard that he was often
referred to as “One-eyed Bill.” But something happened to that wretch
of a human being. Bill was told about a Savior who could save him
and give him a new life. In simple faith and obedience he accepted
Christ, and his life was completely changed. For many years after
that, Bill worked around the rescue mission in Evansville, Indiana.
Because of the remarkable change in this man’s life, many of his old
friends began to speak of him as “New Bill.” In fact, he actually went
by that name for the rest of his life. Few people ever knew his last
name, but he was always remembered as “New Bill.” This is a true
story.
The book, In His Steps, by Charles M. Sheldon, portrays some
people in a fictional church who decided that for the coming year they
would always ask the question, “What would Jesus do?” before setting
upon any course of action. After searching the Scriptures and
deciding how Jesus would act in a particular circumstance, those who
made the covenant, acted precisely as they thought Jesus would. If
you haven’t read this book, you really must do so. It will disturb,
challenge, and change your mind about what a child of God ought to
be like!
How far should a person go in following Jesus? How “different”
must we be so that the world may see we truly are “children of God”?
In a day when politicians, financiers, physicians, military heroes and
religious leaders are compromising what is true and right, just how
radically righteous must the Christian’s public life be? Do you know
the answer? It is in this week’s study of 1 John, chapter 3. BE IN
BIBLE SCHOOL. SOAK IT IN---LET IT FLOW OUT!

“Christ is not valued at all unless he is valued above all.”
----St. Augustine

QUESTIONS:
1. Why does John keep insisting that we “are” children of

God? 3:1-3
2. What does “hope” in Christ’s future “appearance” have to
do with purifying us? 3:3
3. How do you understand John’s definition of sin in the New
Testament as “lawlessness”? 3:4 Aren’t we free from the law
under Christ?
4. Did you sin yesterday? Were you “abiding in Christ” at the
time? 3:6-9 Are you “abiding in Christ” now? What if you sin
this afternoon?
5. Of Christ appeared on earth 2000 years ago to “destroy the
works of the devil” how come the devil’s works are still going
on? 3:8
6. After we are “born again” can we sin? 3:9
7. Does the world really hate those who have been “born
again”? 3:11-13 Why?
8. Is there a source of “reassurance” for us before God even
when our own hearts (consciences) condemn us? 3:19-22
9. How many of Christ’s commandments do we have to keep
to “abide in him”? 3:23-24 And what if we can’t?

More American homes are painted white than any other color.
When paint companies were asked why,
they gave these reasons:
You may make a mistake with the shade of some other color
but white can never be a disaster. White will never go out of
style. White has many pleasing associations: cleanliness,
peace, strength, and purity. These same reasons are
why Christians should “paint” their souls with holiness!
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LESSON TEXT: 1 John 4:1-21
Prepared by Paul T. Butler
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:
In a small paper-back book in my library, entitled, A Handbook on
Holy Spirit Baptism, by Don Basham, the reader is told how to get the
Holy Spirit (which the author equates with “getting the baptism” of the
Holy Spirit): I quote: “What is the evidence of the baptism in the Holy
Spirit? The only clear scriptural evidence of the baptism in the Holy
Spirit is speaking in tongues...something is missing in your spiritual life
if you have received the Holy Spirit yet have not spoken in
tongues...Pray the prayer of invitation... ‘Lord Jesus Christ, I believe
with all my heart that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is meant for me.
Just as I trust you for my eternal salvation, so now do I trust you to
give me your Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues. I
now open my life to receive the fullness of your Holy Spirit within.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, Amen.’ At this point you may actually feel the
presence of the Holy Spirit, physically. His presence may come as a
warmth enveloping you, or as a silent powerful Presence enfolding
you. You may experience a tingling sensation or a gentle vibration as
if touched by an electric current. But even if you feel nothing, rest
quietly in the confidence that the Holy Spirit is now coming upon you in
power and is about to furnish you with a new language of prayer and
praise to God.” Then the author goes on to TEACH his readers in two
or three easy steps, how to begin speaking in tongues.
Since this represents a great segment of evangelical Christian
theology today, it needs to be analyzed in the light of what the Bible
says, interpreted according to the acceptable principles of literary
interpretation (i.e., hermeneutics).
While our lesson in 1 John chapter 4 is not all the Bible says on
the subject of the Christian and the Spirit of God, it says enough that
we may understand what the “clear scriptural evidence” of the Spirit of
God abiding in us is! John tells us here how we may know the nature
of the invisible (non-physical) Spirit of God; how we may know his
Spirit is dwelling in us; and how we may know the difference between
the Spirit of Truth and the spirit of error! YOU WILL NOT WANT TO
MISS THIS LESSON IN YOUR BIBLE SCHOOL CLASS!

QUESTIONS:
1. When John says, “test the spirits,” to what “spirits” does he
refer? 4:1
2. How is “confessing that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh” proof
that the “confessor” has the Spirit of God?
4:2
What is
“confessing?”
3. Who are the “We” to whom those mus listen to be “knowers” of
God? 4:6
4. Is “those-to-whom-we-listen” te fundamental criterion for
“knowing” the difference between truth and error? 4:6 Why?
5. How can “love” be so exclusively presented as the measurement
for being “born of God and “knowing” God? 4:7-9
6. What does John mean by his statement: “...and his love is
perfected in us.”? How is this accomplished? 4;10-12
7. If we know that he abides in us because he has given us of his
own Spirit, how do we know he has given us of his Spirit? 4:13-16
8. What gives the Christian “confidence for the day of judgment”?
4:17-18
9. Why is it impossible to love God without doing it through loving a
brother/ 4:19-21
“I assert it to be a fact that everything that is claimed to be
effected by a personal indwelling of the Spirit is clearly
accomplished by the Spirit acting through the word of God.”
---Z. T. Sweeney, in The Spirit and The Word, pub. Gospel Advocate
“Any influence more intense than that of divine Truth...would of
necessity infringe the freedom of the human will and hence cannot
be admitted to be present in conversion....The Spirit does not exert
on the sinner a special influence to induce him to receive the Truth
and obey it when he is perfectly conscious he can and should do both
without the influence....In no land or age has there ever yet
occurred a single case of conversion without the Truth---a fact
which proves that conversion is effected only through the Truth.
---from the book, Moses Lard,
That Prince of Preachers, by Kenneth Van Deusen,
pub. College Press, 1987
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LESSON TEXT: 1 John 5:1-21
Prepared by Paul T. Butler
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:
A few years ago, when Canada’s Justice Landreville of the
Ontario Supreme Court admitted before a Senate-Commons
Investigating Committee, “I often lie on minor matters,” many
Canadians were shocked. A man who is vested with the responsibility
for handing out justice, and who had often commanded those before
the bar to “tell he truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help me God,” had himself handled the truth loosely.
Here in America, cynicism grows concerning a whole gamut of
public and private people. In whom shall we place our trust? Does our
President lie? Do our congressmen cheat and lie and commit
adultery? Do our local officials embezzle public funds? Have
businesses “conned” he public with their “testimonies” and
“commercials”? Has it come to the point where even preachers are
lying? Upon whose testimony may we rely? Has “truth fallen in the
public square?” (see Isaiah 59:14)
The testimony of public officials and social leaders has to be
faithful and true for society to continue to function. We must be able to
trust some of our fellow human beings or life on this planet
degenerates into fear, violence, paranoia, confusion and anarchy.
Thank God, there are still some honest people in our communities
(neighbors, friends, Christian brethren, civic leaders), in our nation,
and over the world whose testimony we can receive and trust!
The most encouraging and blessed hope any human being has is
the testimony of God. Our lesson from 1 John 5 will focus on the
promise of eternal life God has offered and the certainty of his
testimony.

“Every violation of truth is not only a sort of suicide in the
liar, but is a stab at the health of human society?”
---Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1841

QUESTIONS:
1. How does obeying God’s commandments let us “know” we love
the children of God? 5:1-2
2. How can “keeping commandments” be the same thing as
“loving?” 5:3 Is it possible to keep God’s commandments and not love
him?
3. What is “overcoming the world?” 5:4-5 Why do we need to?
What does believing that Jesus is God’s Son have to do with it?
4. What is the point of saying Jesus “came by water and blood?”
5:6
5. What is the “agreement” the three witnesses bring? 5:7-8
6. Why the emphasis on “God’s testimony?” 5:9-10 Is this relevant
for today’s world?
7. Can we “have the Son by simply “having the testimony?” 5:11-12
How do we have the testimony?
8. What does John’s letter have to do with a believer “knowing” he
has eternal life? 5:13-15
9. What is the “mortal sin”? 5:16-17 What is the non-mortal sin?
10. What do Christians know about the security of their salvation?
5:18-21

“Man may burn his brother at the stake,
but he cannot reduce truth to ashes; he
may murder his fellow man with a shot in the back,
but he does not murder justice;
he may slay armies of men, but as it is
written, ‘Truth beareth off the victory.’”
---Adlai Stevenson, 1952
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LESSON TEXT: 2 & 3 John
Prepared by Paul T. Butler
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:
The author of these two shortest epistles in the New Testament
is unquestionably the apostle John. He also wrote the Gospel of John
and the Epistle, First John. It is so obvious, says Clinton Gill, “that
many early scribes included 2nd and 3rd John as part of 1st John in their
manuscripts.”
These epistles are warnings against the danger of the false
doctrines and wicked practices of Gnosticism. Do not think these
epistles to be irrelevant! Gnosticism is alive and well in our day, and
always has been since the Garden of Eden. It is cloaked in the guise
of the “spirituality” of the New Age Movement today. Gnosticism is
the philosophy that God and Christ are not to be known through
objective, historical deeds and a propositional (verbal) revelation.
According to Gnosticism, Christ and God are only known by mystical,
subjective, secret information available only to the “initiated” (i.e.,
those who have a knowledge and wisdom beyond the normal avenues
of knowing such as sight, touch, hearing).
Gnostics and New Agers say that “sparks of the Divine being”
(God) “fell” from his absolutely transcendent realm into the material
universe which is wholly evil, and these “sparks” were imprisoned in
human bodies. The God of the Bible could not have created this
universe which is material because he is “wholly or entirely other.” So,
“emanations from god occurred until a deformed, evil, god, or
demiurge (semi-god) created the universe.” Jesus was not, could not
have been, God in the flesh. He was a human being who had found
the “secret” which facilitates the uniting of the divine “sparks” within the
human soul to the “spiritual realm” where God dwells transcendently.
The “secret” was in unknowable, inexplicable, esoteric self-hypnotic
magic formulas, rituals and sophistries. Gnosticism is an attempt to
deny reality. It is a philosophy of nihilism (i.e., “nothingness”). It is
found in ancient Babylon, Persian, and Greek cultures.
It is
fundamental in Kabalaist-Judaism and Hinduism, as well as in
Buddhism.
You must not miss being in Bible School. This lesson concerns
what you see on TV every day. Modern Gnosticism has even been
found in some public school textbooks and classrooms today!

QUESTIONS:
Does the truth abide in you? 2 Jn. 2 How do you know (cf. 1
Jn. 1:1-4; 4:1-6)
2.
What is “following the truth?” 2 Jn. 4 Where is truth located
and where is it leading?
3.
What is the fundamental commandment for a Christian? 2 Jn.
5
4.
What is “love”? 2 Jn. 6 How do we know when we are loving
one another? (see 1 Jn. 5:3)
5.
Why is acknowledging that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh
so important? 2 Jn. 7
6.
Who is “the” antichrist? 2 Jn. 7 (see also 1 Jn. 2:18,22; 4:3)
7.
What is “doctrine”?
2 Jn. 9 Should Christians be
indoctrinated?
Are non-Christians “indoctrinated”?
With
what?
8.
Are those who deny Jesus as God’s Anointed in the flesh
really not to be allowed into our homes? 2 Jn. 10 Didn’t
Jesus eat with some who were like that?
9.
Should church members accept any financial support from
heathen as they do their Christian duties? 3 Jn. 5-8
10.
Is “doing good” the only criterion by which we know who “is of
God”? 3 Jn. 11-12
1.

In Chicago a few years ago there was a little boy who went to one
of the mission Sunday-schools. His father moved to another part of
the city about 5 miles away, and every Sunday that boy came past 30
or 40 Sunday-schools to the one he attended. One Sunday a lady who
was out taking children to a different Sunday-school met him and asked him
why he went so far, past so many schools. “There are plenty of others,” she
said, “just as good.” “Ah,” he said, “they may be just as good, but they are
not good for me.” “Why not?” she asked. “Because they love a fellow over
there,” he answered. Love won him. How easy it is to reach people through
love.---Dwight L. Moody
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